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“It is not the length of life, but depth of life.” 

  – Ralph Waldo Emerson

The two really limited and most precious gifts we 

have are time and health. We do not know how much time 

we still have on this earth, and how long we will be healthy 

enough to do all the things we dream of doing or enjoying. 

The real issue is not whether we will die or even when, but 

what we will do with the limited time at our disposal. 

November is the month when Catholics remember, 

revere, and pray for the dead in a special way. Its real 

purpose, however, is to remind us of our mortality and 

help us so live that, when we are gone, those who are still 

on the way can not only pray for us but pray to us.Pope 

Saint John Paul II, addressing the Eighteenth International 

Congress of the Transplantation Society, said about death: 

“This gives rise to one of the most debated issues in 

contemporary bioethics, as well as to serious concerns in 

the minds of ordinary people. I refer to the problem of 

ascertaining the fact of death. When can a person be 

considered dead with complete certainty?” From a 

theological point of view, the Catechism of the Catholic 

Church states that human death is “the separation of the 

soul from the body.”  

John Haas writes, “The reason no scientific 

technique can directly identify the moment of death is 

quite simple: the soul is a non-corporeal, spiritual life-

principle which cannot be observed or measured or 

weighed using the tools of empirical science. The presence 

or absence of the soul can be ascertained only by observing 

certain biological signs that indirectly attest to its presence 

or its absence.”

Pope Saint John Paul II explains well the 

connection between death, the separation of the soul from 

the body, and the accompanying medical signs: “the death 
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of the person is a single event, consisting in the total 

disintegration of that unitary and integrated whole that is 

the personal self. It results from the separation of the life-

principle (or soul) from the corporal reality of the person. 

The death of the person, understood in this primary sense, 

is an event which no scientific technique or empirical 

method can identify directly.Y et human experience shows 

that once death occurs certain biological signs inevitably 

follow, which medicine has learnt to recognize with 

increasing precision. In this sense, the “criteria” for 

ascertaining death used by medicine today should not be 

understood as the technical-scientific determination of 

the exact moment of a person's death, but as a scientifically 

secure means of identifying the biological signs that a 

person has indeed died.”

It is beautiful that we can have recourse to our 

faith to explain things which medical science cannot 

explain. Death is an event we will all, one day have to 

personally face. At the moment of death, our body and 

soul are separated. Our soul does not fly around for forty 

days despite rumors to the contrary. Instead, the soul goes 

to experience the judgment of God. The Catechism of 

Catholic Church, however, can tell us “Each man receives 

his eternal retribution in his immortal soul at the very 

moment of his death, in a particular judgment that refers 

his life to Christ: either entrance into the blessedness of 

heaven through a purification or immediately – or 

immediate and everlasting damnation” And what happens 

to our body? It goes to dust but does not just stay there. We 

will get it back, albeit in a glorified way, at the resurrection 

of the dead (1 Cor 15:42).

Life does not end with death but instead death 

marks a new beginning, a life in God which will last 

forever (Jn 11: 25-27). So, this life after death is not 

something only to look forward to later on. This eternal 

life has actually already begun. We received the life of God 

in our baptism which means we can begin this life with 

God in the here and now. As I often repeat in homilies on 

the topic, “Don't wait until after death to start living your 

eternal life, as it may be too late.” The life of God grows in 

us when we pray and when we love others.

Carlo Acutis, the joyful computer wizard who 

died at fifteen and was beatified on October 14, 2021, 

said: “I die in peace because I have lived my life without 

wasting a single minute doing things that are not pleasing 

to God.” What a fidelity! How many of us can honestly say 

that?

 How do you see death? Are you afraid, thrilled, 

hesitant and worr ied? All  these reactions are 

understandable and found among people. It is 

understandable, since we tend to cling to what is familiar 

and fear the unknown. The lesson from an extraordinary 

Dutch woman might be useful to us. The family of this 

Dutch woman, Corrie, was sent to one of the notorious 

death camps set up by Nazi Germany. People found that, in 

the midst of extreme cruelty, starvation and despair, 

Corrie was not afraid. She strengthened others. Corrie 

owed this to their father, a very loving and good man. One 

day, at the age of six, she told her father, “Papa, I am afraid 

of dying.” Her father, who had just tucked her into bed, sat 

near her, and asked her, “Corrie, what do I do when you 

have to make a trip by bus or train?” “You carry my bag, 

come with me, find me a seat, and then give me by bag and 

my ticket.” “Have I always done this?” “Yes Papa.” “See, 

Corrie, if I, your earthly father, have always prepared you 

for your trips here, when the time comes for your final 

journey, your Heavenly Father will provide you with all 

you need.” Corrie found that after that chat, she was never 

scared of death. There is Someone who loves me more 

than I do, knows my needs, and fears better than I do, and 

will provide everything I need.

May the way we see life and death help us to live 

with enthusiasm and meaning. May we use our shorter or 

longer time on the earth to increase the goodness around 

us, know ourselves and God. As we are on a journey, may 

we make the journey as smooth as possible for ourselves 

and for our fellow travellers. What matters is not the 

length of the trip but where we are headed, what we do 

with the time available to us right now, and especially how 

we treat our fellow passengers each of whom enters our 

life, not by chance but by a divine purpose. 
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We, in our communities, often remember those 

deceased confreres and cooperators, by reading from the 

Guanellian necrology. We also intentionally celebrate the 

Mass for the deceased and add frequent intercessions on 

their behalf. Let us continue to do the same in our 

communities and wherever we may be, remembering our 

deceased loved ones in prayer and giving thanks to God for 

so many who have loved us and influenced us to be better 

men and more meaningful signs to the young of God's love 

for them. “Eternal Rest grant unto them, O Lord! And, 

Let perpetual light shine upon them.”

“As a well spent day brings happy sleep, so life 

well used brings happy death.” 

   – Leonardo da Vinci

Provincial  Superior  
November Calendar

November 1        :  DGMS 

  Entrance into preparation for Perpetual  

profession of fourth year theology brothers                          

November 2         :   All Souls Day

November 3-4     :   Dindigal 

    – Land Visit

November 5-6     :      Madurai

    –  Canonical Visit

November 7-8     :      Dindigul

    –  Canonical Visit

November 9        :   Provincialate  

            -  House Council Meeting  

November 11        :   Marriage Mass at Eraiyur

November 12-14   :     Cuddalore Boys Home

  – Canonical Visit

November 15-17   :   Bangalore 

           –Plenary Meeting  & Canonical Visit

November 18: Holy Mass at Pammal

November 19-21   :   Kumbakonam 

  – Canonical Visit

November 22-24   :    DGMS

  – Canonical Visit

November 25-27   :   Sivagangai 

  – Canonical Visit

November 28-30   :   Sivakasi 

  – Canonical Visit
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DPP

anybody else. By prayer and praise, we can send 
more souls to heaven and increase the number of 
heavenly citizens. It is the opportune time to utilize 
intercessory prayers and prayers of praise to 
increase the thirst and determine the destination. If 
you can pray for more souls and help them reach 
heaven, they will surely help you reach heaven and 
become a saint. Soren Kierkegaard, the Danish 
Philosopher, and theologian once said  “To be a 
saint is the one thing and only thing.” Therefore, 
never lose spirit or sight of it. 

How can you determine the powerful 
destination? Mark Hart says That “Saints didn't set 
out to have everyone follow them. Saints set out to 
follow Jesus, and others followed them in their 
pursuit of Him. Obviously, only by following Jesus 
can we determine our destination; otherwise, it will 
be challenging to discover and define our destiny. 
Furthermore, an unknown author said, “He died for 
us. Why not live for Him?” If we live for Him, then 
we follow Him without any hesitation, and He will 
continue to make us saints. Therefore, do not be 
afraid to define heaven as your primary destination, 
and sainthood as your ultimate goal.  

When passing by a cemetery: Pray the short 
Eternal Rest prayer: “Eternal rest grant unto them, 
O Lord. And let the perpetual light shine upon them. 
And may the souls of all the faithful departed, 
through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.”
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DETERMINATION DEFINES

 (YOUR) DESTINATION
  - Fr. Franklin Arockiadoss, SdC

wami Vivekananda talked about how Sdetermination defines your destination; he 
said, “Take up one idea. Make that one idea 

your life – think of it, dream of it, live on that idea. 
Let the brain, muscles, nerves, every part of your 
body, be full of that idea, and just leave every other 
idea alone. This is the way to success; that is the way 
great spiritual giants are produced.” The above 
quote says if you have the determination and 
willpower for one defined goal in life, nothing can 
stop you from achieving success. Therefore the 
destination, the endpoint, plays an important and 
crucial role in everyone's life. The one idea is your 
legacy of life, so what kind of legacy are you 
building? What or who helped you to determine that 
legacy? 

In worldly life, there could be many 
legacies, but as a Christian, there is only one legacy; 
that is to become a saint. Leon Bloy, the French 
Catholic novelist, says that “the only real sadness, 
the only real failure, the only great tragedy in life, is 
not to become a saint.” As a Christian, if you and I 
fail to become a saint, that is the greatest tragedy in 
life. It means that we have not determined our 
destination well. Pope Francis says “To be saints is 
not a privilege for the few, but a vocation for 
everyone.” The one and only idea, destination, and 
vocation of each of us is to become a saint. 

 The month of November is dedicated to 
remembering and praying for the departed souls of 
the faithful. There were faithful departed who 
determined their destination and lived a good life. 
Also, there are others who lived a life with a 
confused destination and failed to make a significant 
determination. Therefore, it is the duty of the living 
to pray for them and help them reach their 
destination, and that is heaven. The more we pray 
for them, the more likely that they can get to heaven 
and be united with the saints and the angels to praise 
God eternally. 

King Hezekiah of Judah prayed to God, 
saying, “For Sheol can't thank you, death can't 
praise you, those who go down to the pit can't hope 
for your faithfulness. The living, the living, the 
living praise You O Lord as I do this day” (Isa 38,18-
19). The living indeed praise God more than 



HONORING OUR LADY OF ROSARY

Cuddalore: During the month of October, we 

traditionally commemorate Our Lady of Rosary. This year, 

the community decided to organize a creative rosary 

around the seminary campus. The Brothers contributed by 

decorating a car to lead a procession. We wanted to ask for 

Our Lady's intercession and blessings on behalf of all the 

major superiors, the priestly confreres, seminarians in 

formation, Sisters, GLM, GC and all the benefactors of 

the congregation. We also prayed for the sponsors' welfare 

and economic stability. There were multi-lingual prayers 

offered in Tamil, Telugu, Odiya and Hindi. The rosary was 

concluded with a final blessing and a hymn to our Blessed 

Mother. 

AAYUTHA POOJA CELEBRATIONS

Cuddalore: It is customary, in the Indian tradition, to ask 

for God's blessings on the articles used throughout the 

year for our livelihood, such as: tools, study materials, and 
th,vehicles (two and four wheelers). On 16 October  our St. 

Joseph Seminary community prepared the vehicles and 

other tools used for the maintenance of the house. During 

a solemn prayer service, God's blessing was asked for on 

these items so that they will be put to good use. The prayer 

service was followed by a simple snack for everyone 

attending. Next, the students played games and took the 

two and four wheelers for rides around the seminary 

premises. 

THCUDDALORE CELEBRATES THE 10  

ANNIVERSARY OF CANONIZATION OF  FR. 

GUANELLA
thCuddalore: 25  October  was a day filled with joy and 

gladness. St. Joseph's Seminary welcomed many guests for 

ththe 10  Anniversary of the canonization of our Holy 

Founder. It was a memorable event, indeed. The festivities 

began with a procession in which a picture of our Holy 

Founder, prepared by the provincial communication desk, 

was carried. The chief celebrants of the Holy Eucharist 

were the Provincial Councilors of DPP. Rev. Fr. Kulandai 

Samy SdC, the Vicar-Provincial, presided over the 

Eucharist in the presence of Fr. Gnanaraj, Fr. Francis and 

other concelebrants from the local communities and other 

educational institutes. Fr. Samy, in his homily, preached 

about the events that led to the canonization and the actual 

canonization itself of Fr. Guanella. It was solemn and 

meaningful celebration with a great number of 

participants from the religious Sisters, GLM, GYM and 

other sponsors for the seminarians' welfare. The event 

ended with the sumptuous meal and other cultural events 

like songs and dancing. 

VOCATION PROMOTION

Cuddalore: It was a source of satisfaction and great joy 

when I completed my vocation drive. As part of my 

vocation drive agenda for the month of October, I went to 

various places like: Thisayan Vilai, Mannar Puram, 

I d i n j a k a r a i , Ku d a n k u l a m , Ku t h e n k u l ly, a n d 

Thomayarpuram. In the diocese of Coimbatore, I visited a 

few places like: Railway Colony Parish, Anna Nagar Matha 

Church Parish and Gandhi Puram Parish. Everywhere the 

parish priests, families, and lay faithful welcomed me 

warmly. As I began to converse with them, I shared about 

our congregation and its mission. In return, they too 

shared with me potential future vocations. Some of the 

parish priests even encouraged me to visit families and 

meet the students in their parishes. If the occasion 

presents itself, they will try to promote our congregation 
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and its work. In a few places, I had opportunities to 

interact with the boys. I distributed our vocational 

brochures and asked them to refer candidates who might 

be interested in our congregation.

Right from the beginning, this vocational search 

helped me to know the mindset of the younger 

generation. To aid in vocation promotion, may I humbly 

request all our communities pray regularly for this great 

ministry and responsibility, to seek God's help to inspire 

young hearts to come forward to serve the needy brethren 

in the footsteps of our founder, St. Louis Guanella, who 

was proclaimed as an Apostle of Charity exactly a decade 

ago by our Holy Mother Church.

PARISH FOUNDER FEAST CELEBRATION 
thCuddalore: We celebrated the 10  Anniversary of the 

Canonization of our Holy Founder, St. Luigi Guanella, at 

Sagayamadha Church, Cuddalore. On October 18, 2021, 

Rev. Fr. Ligori, SdC, hoisted the flag of St. Luigi Guanella, 

and celebrated the First Day Novena Mass. Fr. 

Periyanayagam, SdC, preached the homily sharing stories 

on the holiness of St. Luigi Guanella. On the second day of 

the novena, Mass was celebrated by Rev. Fr. Adikalam, 

SdC. The liturgy was animated by St. Joseph's minor 

seminary Brothers. Fr. Leo Joseph gave the homily 

explaining the specifics of the St. Joseph Pious Union. The 

third day of the novena, Fr. John Kennedy, SdC, celebrated 

the Mass and spoke about the prayer life Fr. Guanella. Fr. 

Francis, SdC, celebrated the Feast Day Mass. In his homily, 

Fr. Francis preached on God's providence which is the 

foundation for our trust and confidence in carrying out 

our mission. Each day's liturgy was animated by a group of 

pious parishioners. Following Mass, a variety of activities 

were available for participants to take part in, such as:  a 

Guanella quiz, poetry writing, essay writing and drawing. 

The winners were honored with gifts. “Continue to 

intercede for us, St. Luigi Guanella. “

FOUNDER’S SPECIAL DAY

Kumbakonam:  Our Lady of Divine Providence Parish, 
thKumbakonam celebrated the 10  Anniversary of the 

Canonization of our founder  with immense joy. To make 

the occasion special and festive, various activities and 

competitions were planned. Quiz on the life history of our 

founder along with Rangoli, Drawing, Chess, Carom, and 

fancy-dress events were organised  that helped the various 

age groups of the parishioners to participate. The 

competitions  brought faithful to know the life of the 

founder and winners were awarded prizes. The activities 

took place on each of the Sundays in October. On 
th25 October, the Feast of our Founder was celebrated in a 

grand manner with Holy Mass and cultural events. Rev. Fr. 

Amiratha Samy, VG Kumbakonam Diocese, presided over 

the Holy Eucharist and other vicariate fathers from the 

vicar iate concelebrated. Sisters from different 

congregations and parishioners from our substations also 

participated in this joyful observance. To make the event 
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more meaningful, during the celebration (support to 

walk) made a donation to a needy child. We thanked the 

Lord for the gift of a new Guanellian Sister. Divya, DSMP 

the first religious the first from our parish.  The 

celebration came to end with agape .

HOLY ROSARY

Kumbakonam: The month of October is dedicated to 

our Lady of  Holy Rosary. During this month, we honor 

the Blessed Virgin Mary in gratitude for the protection 

that she gives the Church and its members. Traditionally, 

the faithful focus on the recitation of extra rosaries in this 

month. In our parish of Mother of Divine Providence, 

twelve hours of recitation of the Rosary was conducted for 

the faithful. Every hour was divided and allotted to 

different substations. The people participated and prayed 

the Holy Rosary devoutly and happily. During this month, 

statues of Mother Mary were given to the substations to be 

distributed to individual houses to facilitate devotion 

during the praying of the rosary. It was a wonderful 

occasion to emphasize the importance of family prayer. 

The people made use of this opportunity to grow in 

praying together as family. To conclude the month-long 

celebration, on 31st October a car procession was held in 

the Parish and a special Mass offered. Undoubtedly, the 

month of Holy Rosary has brought many graces to our 

parish through the intercession of our Blessed Mother.

WORLD MENTAL HEALTH DAY

Sivagangai: The World Mental Health Day was 
thcelebrated inY esuvanam on 10 October . It was organized 

by the Health Commission of Sivagangai Diocese along 

with Don Guanella Anbagam Special School. Rev. Sr. 

Josephine CTC, Secretary of Health Commission, Tamil 

Nadu Bishops Conference, Trichy was the chief guest of 

the event. There were eighty members, belonging to the 

Health Commission as field workers, who participated. 

Our good children performed the cultural programs. 

after which a medical kit was distributed to all the health 

care centers by the Sivagangai Social Service Society. At 

the end, the Holy Mass was presided over by Rev. Fr. 

Soosai Manickam, the contact person for the Bishop.

FOUNDER'S FEAST DAY CELEBRATIONS

thSivagangai: On 19 October  We celebrated the Feast of 

our Founder with 150 Evening School children in 

Yesuvanam. The campus was filled with children 

throughout the day. The program included several types of 

games, prayer, entertainment and followed by a delicious 
rd thmeal. Onth 23  October, we celebrated the 10  

Anniversary of Canonization of St. Louis Guanella at 

06.00 pm. Fr. Peter Sebastian, the Superior, presided over 

the Festal Mass with the local clergy, Religious, GLM, 

Staff, good children, and postulants. Some cultural 

programs were performed by our beloved Brothers and 

the Special Children to entertain the guests during this 

solemn event. The Feast Day ended with a grand dinner. 
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thOn  24  October we had Celebration with thirty Special 

children and their parents. Our Special children 

performed a drama of our Founder and games were 

organized for the Parents. The third day of the Feast ended 

with a festive meal organized by the community of  

Yesuvanam.

TH10   HOLINESS ANNIVERSARY OF OUR 

BELOVED FOUNDER

thBangalore: In honor of the 10  Anniversary of the 

canonization of our Beloved Founder, St. Louis Guanella, 

the Guanellian Fathers, Novices of Guanella Preethi 

Nivas, and Guanellian Sisters of Blessed Clare Nivas 
thorganized a Day of Recollection on  12  October in St. 

Antony's Minor Basilica, Dornahalli, Mysore. Fr. Leo 

Joseph, SdC guided the retreat. O rdn 23  October , at 5.30 

pm the Holy Rosary and the Holy Eucharist were offered 

for the intentions of the Major Superiors of both 

Congregations, presided over by Most Rev. Dr. Peter 

Machado, Archbishop of Bangalore. 

 At the culmination of the Holy Banquet, a 

Souvenir, an effort of the Guanellian Co-operators, 
thBangalore in honor of 10  anniversary of the canonization 

of St. Louis Guanella, was unveiled by His grace of 

Bangalore. The active participation of our own Guanellian 

priests from different communities, neighboring 

religious, and lay faithful added to our joy. We gave praise 

and thanks to God for the gift of our Holy Founder. The 

celebration ended with fraternal, and festive meal. 

PROCESSION OF OUR LADY  FATIMA 

Bangalore: The month of October is dedicated to Our 

Lady of the Holy Rosary. The entire month was animated 

with a daily car procession, the Holy Rosary, and 

benediction in Guanella Preethi Nivas. The Guanellian 

Sisters, Fathers, Brothers and lay faithful participated in 

these pious practices and honored our Mother Mary. We 
stare thankful for all the favors received from her. On 31  

,October  the Statue of Our Lady of Fatima, brought by the 

Heralds of Gospel (a secular institute), was carried in 

procession. The attendees prayed the Holy Rosary and 

adored the Eucharist Lord in benediction. Next, the Holy 

Eucharistic was presided over by Fr. Shantham. The 

celebration ended with a fraternal meal with neighbors. 

Thanks to all those who worked hard for the success of this 

new initiative. 
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GC’S  BEFITTING WAY

Bangalore: th“How should we celebrate the 10  

anniversary of canonization of our founder in a befitting 

way?” was a question debated in the Guanellian 

Cooperators meetings in May and June. The participants 

agreed to release a Souvenir to document the history of 

the Guanellian Lay movement in India. It was a 

challenging endeavor undertaken by the Guanellian family 

in the three to four months preceding the celebration, but 

their labors bore much fruit. They collected a papal 
rdblessing, messages, and articles. On 23 October His 

Excellency, the Most Rev. Dr. Peter Machado, the 

Archbishop of Bangalore, released the Souvenir in the 

august Presence of Fr. Kulandai Swamy, the Vice Provincial 

of Divine Providence Province, Sr. Victoria Williams, the 

Delegate Superior of India DSMP, Fr. Francis, Councilor 

of Divine Providence Province, and Fr. Gnanaraj, the Link 

Councilor of Divine Providence Province and the 

Guanellian family.

“TO SING IS  TO PRAY  TWICE” 

Chennai: The Guanellian Communication Centre 

released an anthem that portrays the Guanellian Charism 
thand Mission, in commemoration of the 10  anniversary of 

canonization of our founder, St. Louis Guanella. It was 

released by our beloved Most Rev. George Antonysamy, 

Archbishop of Madras – Mylapore, and in the august 

presence of Rev. Fr. Ronald, Provincial Superior of Divine 

Providence Province, on October 26, 2021. It was an 

historic moment in which our Guanellian Sisters, lay 

movement, and our benefactors were present and 

received the first copies of the song from the Archbishop. 

The Archbishop wished that the Guanellian spirituality 

can reach the world through the medium of music as 

wished by St. Louis Guanella.

THE  FEAST OF SAINT GUANELLA

Sivakasi:  We celebrated the Feast of Saint Louis Guanella 

on October 22, 2021, in St. Paul's Boys Hostel. We invited 

the Fathers of nearby parishes and the religious Sisters. We 

also invited teachers and students of the RC Primary 

School and Veeramamunivar High School. A few of our 

parishioners, as representatives, were also invited to 

participate in the event. 

 Fr. John Martin, the parish priest of Sivakasi 

Parish presided over the Eucharistic celebration. Fr. 

Selvakani, our Guanellian priest, preached about our 

Founder, Don Guanella, and his preventive system. 

Finally, Fr. Chandra Navis, Superior of the House, thanked 

everyone. After the celebration, we honored the teachers 

by celebrating Teachers' Day and distributing small gifts. 

The hostel boys were also remembered with gift bags. The 

bags were donated by St. Joseph School, Sankarankovil. 

The celebration ended with the delicious meal .
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OUR FOUNDER'S FEAST

Thalavadi: On 22nd  October  Nazareth Illam was filled 

with joy and happiness. Our founder's feast was celebrated 

with our residents, staff, nearby religious. Fr. Johnson Paul 

raj SDB the rector of the don Bosco school and the mission 

was  invited to preside over the holy Eucharistic 

celebration. In his homily he clearly mentioned the 

relationship between don Bosco and don Guanella. At the 

culmination of the celebration fraternal meal was shared 

among the recipients and guests. 

 

  10TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 

Warrangal: The Servants of Charity (Guanellian 
t hFathers), Yesu Gutta celebrated Founder's 10  

Canonization Anniversary on 25.10.2021.  Bishop Dr. 

Udumala Bala presided over the Eucharistic celebration 

and made the day as grace filled day. “Service to the 

Poor is the Service to God”, “Pray and Suffer” 

was emphasized by the Bishop during his Homily. He 

also explained about the contemplation and action 

during his sharing. He appreciated the Guanellian 

fathers who are rendering their service to the humanity 

in the footsteps of our founder by Caring and Loving the 

differently abled people in and around Mahabubabad. 

For this celebration 15 Fathers, 20 Sisters, 27 differently 

abled people, 10 Poor families were present. After the 

Mass our beloved Bishop distributed some grocery things 

to the differently abled and poor people as a Corona relief. 

  PILGRIMS RETURN

Grass Lake: The Pious Union of St. Joseph welcomed 

many pilgrims in October. A group of Chaldean ladies 

from Holy Martyrs church in Sterling Heights, MI came 

on 2nd October . They visited the gift shop and prayerfully 

lit candles and Fr. Franklin celebrated Mass for them at 

11:30 am. They enjoyed lunch in the Pastoral Center 

before leaving the Shrine.

OCTOBER FEAST CELEBRATION

Chelsea: On 5th October  a group of 18 volunteers from 

the Michigan Center division of H.B. Fuller hosted an 

Oktoberfest for all of the residents of SLC. Residents 

participated in activities that were put together by the 

volunteer group. Residents were able to choose from 

playing a game of corn hole, practicing their target skills 

with spooky tossing games, and stretching their artistic 

muscles with pumpkin and ornament painting. Each 

resident left the event with smiles on their faces and a take-

a-way bag of goodies from their adventures.
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DONORS TOOK A 'PEEK AT THE PROGRESS'

Chelsea: St. Louis Center is happy to have visitors back 

on campus, and they were welcomed back in a big way. 

Donors were able to take a "peek at the progress" that  

occurred since social distancing has limited visitation to 

the SLC campus. Thursday, 7th October , a group of 45 

donors was able to visit, tour around the village, and see 

what has changed in the past almost 18 months. 

Refreshments were enjoyed in the main lobby while 

waiting for the tours to begin. Donors were taken to two 

of the resident homes and one of the duplex homes. A 

special highlight for this event included a dedication of a 

bench in memory of Tony and Franca Rosa Argiero. SLC 

kitchen staff prepared a wonderful meal for the event.

VOICES OF ANGELS AT THE SHRINE

Grass Lake: St. Joseph Women's Guild members Janice 

and Annie arrived at the Pious Union on 9th October to 

prepare for upcoming pilgrimages. About an hour later  

the joyful sound of young people outside caught their 

attention. Upon closer look, they realized it was a group of 

the Dominican Sisters of Mary Mother of the Eucharist 

from Ann Arbor walking towards the chapel. They quietly 

entered and began praying. Sr. Veronica Marie, her novices 

and postulants had come to spend time with St. Joseph. 

A SPECIAL TEAM ASSISTANT

Chelsea:  Lee, a resident at St. Louis Center, has a deep 

love of sports. He was so elated when he found out that the 

Chelsea High School football team had a special place for 

him on the field. He spent each home game assisting the 

players on the sidelines and making sure they had enough 

to drink throughout the game. The entire team and 

coaching staff has eagerly embraced Lee's presence among 
ththe team. 15  October  was their final home game of their 

undefeated season. 

ST. JOSEPH TALKS CONTINUE

Grass Lake: On October 17, Fr. Peter van Rooyen gave a 

talk on St. Joseph, the Glory of Home Life. This series of 

talks was inspired by the Year of St. Joseph and the 

Apostolic letter issued by Pope Francis on December 12, 

2020. The talk was simultaneously broadcast live on 

Facebook for those who were unable to join in person. The 
stnext talk will be on Sunday, November 21  on the theme 

Patron of the Suffering and Dying.

SPOOKY BAKE-OFF

Chelsea:  The residents who stay for the Day Program at 
stSt. Louis Center hosted a bake-off on  21  October in the 

gym. Each team had specially designed t-shirts and 

prepared several different Halloween themed spooky 
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treats. SLC staff was invited to try each entry and vote on 

their favorites. They were also served hot chocolate and 

fresh apple cider. The favorite treat by Team Sage was 

cherry flavored “bloody cheesecake.” The favorite made by 

the Rocking Originals was “eyes of all knowing,” red velvet 

cake balls covered in white candy coating and adorned 

with eyeball candies. It was a fun event that gave the 

residents the opportunity to work on many independent 

skills.

HONORING A SAINT

E. Providence: Sacred Heart School was decorated with 

yellow and white ribbons in honor of the 10th anniversary 

of the canonization of St. Louis Guanella. A special Mass 

was celebrated on 22nd October  during which the 

students presented an acrostic poem telling events from 

St. Guanella's life. the feast day was surely a great 

opportunity to teach the children more about the mission 

and charism of this 'modern apostle of charity.’

ST. GUANELLA REMEMBERED AT SHRINE

Grass Lake:  Fr. Satheesh invited devotees to the Pious 
rdUnion of St. Joseph on Saturday, 23 October  to celebrate 

ththe 10  Anniversary of the Canonization of St. Louis 

Guanella. During his homily, Fr. Satheesh spoke about the 

heroic life of the saintly founder, inviting the laity to 

partake more fully into the mission and charism of the 

Guanellian Family. 

GATHERING AGAIN

E. Providence:  On 24th October , Sacred Heart 

Church had their first social gathering since the beginning 

of the COVID pandemic. The dinner was held in the 

school and was well attended. Fr. Peri and Fr. Bernad were 

on hand to help give a special tribute to the Daughters of 

St. Mary of Providence for all of their work in the parish.

COOPERATORS CELEBRATE A SAINT

th
Chelsea: On Monday, 25  October  the first Mass 

opened for the public since March 2020 was celebrated at 

St. Louis Center. More than a dozen Guanellian 
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Cooperators joyfully attended Mass in celebration of the 
th10  Anniversary of the Canonization of St. Louis Guanella. 

The Servants of Charity concelebrating Mass that day 

included Fr. Satheesh, local superior as the main 

celebrant, Fr. Joseph Rinaldo, Fr. Enzo Addari, Fr. David 

Stawasz and Fr. Franklin Arokiadoss. The priests and 

Cooperators shared a meal together following Mass and 

enjoyed a time of fellowship.

TRUNK OR  TREAT

Chelsea: The residents of St. Louis Center celebrated 
thHalloween in grand fashion on Thursday, 28  October . 

Everyone dressed in a costume and headed to the gym for a 

'spooky' buffet dinner. After the meal, everyone headed 

outdoors to the front lawn where 30 cars were waiting 

with treats. Everyone had decorated their cars in the spirit 

of Halloween and enjoyed passing out treats to the 

residents and other people present from their trunks. 

Many activities and music were enjoyed in the gym after 

the trunk or treating.

CHALDEAN PILGRIMS VISIT SHRINE

Grass Lake:  Another group of pilgrims traveled to the 

shrine on 30th October . The ninety Chaldeans enjoyed a 

buffet-style lunch in the Pastoral Center before Mass 

which was celebrated by Fr. Satheesh. The pilgrims also 

browsed the gift shop and donated for prayer candles.

TAILGATE PARTY

Chelsea: The football rivalry of the two major 

universities in Michigan was aired on Saturday, October 
th30 . To get the residents in the spirit of the game, the staff 

helped them to prepare passing dishes for a potluck 

luncheon in the St. Louis Center gym. The residents 

enjoyed food, activities and watching the game that was 

aired on the big screen for everyone to enjoy. There was 

great support for 'team blue', but in the end, the Michigan 

State Spartans were the victors.

MONTH OF THE ROSARY

E. Providence:  Throughout the month of October, 

Sacred heart Church and School observed special 

devotions of the Rosary. On the Feast of Our Lady of the 

Rosary, a special time of Adoration was planned and the 

school and congregation prayed the Rosary together. 

These times of prayer were indeed moments for the 

community to grow together in holiness.

 60 YEARS OF BLESSING…

Philadelphia:The Communities of Don Guanella and 

Divine Providence were filled with great joy at celebrating 
ththe 60  anniversary of the foundation of the Guanellian 

mission in the Archdiocese of Philadelphia, the feast day 
thand the 10  anniversary of the canonization of San Luigi 

thGuanella on 25  October 2021 at Our Lady of Fatima 

Church, Secane, Pennsylvania. The celebration was 

crowned with the Eucharistic Liturgy, presided by Most. 

Rev. Nelson L. Perez, the Archbishop of Philadelphia 

along with Servants and Diocesan Priests
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NOVEMBER CALENDAR OF EVENTS

1. All Saints' Day

2. Commemoration of All the Faithful Departed

9. Dedication of the Lateran Basilica - Rome

12 . Our Lady of Divine Providence

14. Children's Day Celebration at Schools

21. Presentation of the BlessedV irgin Mary

24. Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe

30. St. Andrew, Apostle

BEST  WISHES AND PRAYERS
  

BIRTHDAYS

1. Fr. Praveen Jebakumar

4. Fr. Charles Promiyo

6. Fr. Peter Joseph

12. Bro.  Charles Xavier

17.  Fr. Enzo Addari

19.  Fr.  L. Praveen Raj

21.  Fr.  Solomon Raja

23.  Fr. Joseph Fernandez

26.  Bro. Sachinson

27.  Fr. John Peter

29.  Fr. Achariyam

30.  Fr. Adaikalam

FEAST DAY

04. Fr. Charles Promiyo, Bro. Carlos Nayak

10. Fr. Leo Joseph

24. Fr. Arulraj, Fr. Badugu Christuraj

ANNIVERSARY

12. ATION ANNIVERSARYFIRST ORDIN

Fr.Arocki Nathan

Fr.Arun David

Fr.BoscoY esu raj

Fr.Francis Xavier

Fr.Kulandai

Fr.Praveen

Fr.Rajesh

Fr.Solomon

Fr.Irudhayaraj

22. 23RD ORDINATION ANNIVERSARY  

Fr. Dennis Weber
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At the end of the Holy Mass, Fr. Dennis thanked 

the gracious presence of the Archbishop with gifts and 

appreciated everyone for the success of the celebration. 

The celebration was filled with all the Guanellian 
family members such as Ser vants, Daughters, 
beneficiaries, benefactors, volunteers and well-wishers. 
In a significant way, the annual theme of the mission, 
“Celebrating Family Spirit” was truly reflective and was 
witnessed through the outstanding contribution and 
participation of the partners of the mission. Kudos to all. 
Finally, the celebration came to its completion with an 
agape fellowship. Thanks be to God.

SERVANTS OF THE SERVED

 As a way of commemorating and celebrating the 
feast day of St. Luigi Guanella each year, a service project 
is prepared by the residents and individuals of The 
Communities of Don Guanella and Divine Providence in the 
Philadelphia area. Our celebration this year reached new 
heights with this service project where those who are 
being served in our programs became the Servants of the 
Served. 
 With much enthusiasm, diligence and care, 300 
hygiene care bags were prepared by our men and women 
so that they could be distributed to local social service 
agencies as well as various programs of Catholic Social 
Services (CSS) of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia. 
 Of course, those entrusted to our care are on the 
receiving end of so many staff, family and volunteers who 
provide compassionate and loving care and support and 
who provide for their needs. This project was an 
opportunity for them to be Servants of the Served in 
being instruments and hands of God's Providence for 
others in “being on the giving end and not just the 
receiving end.” And, in doing so, with their characteristic 
unconditional love. A truly fitting tr ibute and 
commemoration to our Blessed Founder, St. Guanella. 
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